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PINVIN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Annual Pinvin Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 4th May 2021 at 7.30pm 

Present 

Cllrs. O’Dell, Mitchell, Biddle, Coates, Boyden, Boatright. 

District/County Cllr L. Tucker 

C. Hirst (Clerk) 

 Members of the Public 

1.  Appoint a Chair for the meeting. Cllr. Mitchell Proposed Cllr. O’Dell as Chair. Seconded 

by Cllr. Boyden. All in favour. 

 

2. Apologies for absence. None 

 

3. Chairman’s Annual Report  

This last year has been a very difficult one for all residents of Pinvin, but light is now at the end of the 
tunnel. 

All parish council meetings have been held on Zoom, which has been a challenge, but has not held 
councillors back from continuing their work for the community. 

The pandemic has caused various problems, not least the increased waiting time for getting work 
done by contractors, which is an ongoing frustration. 

This year the council has had a teen shelter and a basketball hoop installed on the playing fields, 
funded through New Homes Bonus money. 

Two new litter bins have been installed, as requested by residents. 

New Homes Bonus funding has also been granted to develop a community orchard on land next to the 
allotments. A working party has been set up to take this project forward over the summer months. 

Speeding continues to be of major concern to residents. Grant funding has been awarded from the 
Local Policing and Community Ambassador Road Safety Fund for a new vehicle activated sign to be 
positioned on Main Street near to the entrance to Gosney Fields. This will hopefully help to reduce 
vehicle speeds on this straight stretch of road. We are currently waiting for this to be delivered and 
installed. The speed van continues to visit Pinvin, and Grasscrete will be laid on the grass verge 
parking area so that the van can park when the ground is wet during the winter months. Highways will 
shortly be adding more speed reduction road markings along Main Street and Upton Snodsbury Road, 
funded by the parish council. 

The parish council continues to monitor the increasing number of HGV’s through the village and to 
raise awareness with highways of the problems this causes.  

The parish council have begun this year to update the streetlighting. This is currently difficult due to 
the pandemic. 

The work on the Pinvin junction has caused a great deal of disruption, but since completion the traffic 
appears to flow much better without such long queues at peak times. 

Planning matters continue to occupy a significant amount of time. Councillors have continued to look 
at each application in turn and make comments based on planning policies. A new development of 
affordable housing opposite Gosney Fields was approved by planning, although the council did object 
on the grounds of it being too large for the size of the village. There are currently two major planning 
applications affecting the village. The parish council is working with other local parishes, including 
Bishampton and Throckmorton, to fight the South Worcestershire Development Plan to build a new 
town of potentially up to 6000 houses in Throckmorton over the next 10-20 years. The parish council is 
also proactively fighting the proposal to build a mushroom growing facility on fields off the A44 
adjoining the village. 

The council has awarded a grant to help restart Pinpoint, the village newsletter. 
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The council has also worked with the Village Hall Committee to apply for a Community Legacy Grant 
to fund the rebuilding of the village hall. 

We have had two changes of parish council members this year. Cllr Mitchell made the decision to 
stand down as chairman in September 2020 and has become the vice chairman. Cllr O’Dell replaced 
him as chairman. In January 2021 Cllr Mustard decided to resign from the council due to work 
pressures and I would like to take this opportunity to thank him for his work whilst serving as a 
councillor. We welcomed Cllr Dan Boatright on to the council in April 2021. 

My thanks go to Cllr. Steve Mitchell for all his help supporting me in his role as Vice-Chairman. His 
knowledge, especially of planning, is a fantastic asset to the Parish Council.  

I would like to thank all the parish councillors, a team that strive constantly to improve facilities and 
services for the benefit of Pinvin’s parishioners, and to Carole Hirst, the clerk, for her advice and 
support. 

I would finally like to thank Liz Tucker, the district and county councillor, whose knowledge, experience 
and expertise has been much appreciated. 

 

4. Cllr. Tucker Annual Report 

It has been a strange year – mostly in lockdown, finding ways of supporting each other, 
remembering masks and talking about vaccination dates!  Face to face meetings have had to 
be replaced by internet and zoom sessions – efficient but not so friendly. 

Pinvin Crossroads works seemed to go on for ever, much delayed by Covid19 restrictions on 
workforce practice delays.  The new “smart” traffic lights seem to be working well.  It’s full effect 
will not be experienced until the Northern Link and Bridge part of the project is complete – 
hopefully next spring.   

A good job was made of rebuilding the footway from the Coach and Horses round into Owletts 
End.   

Parishioners are very concerned about speeding, especially through Main Street, and the 
number of HGVs.  Because Main Street is a through road up to the A422, Highways will not 
support physical traffic calming measures (even if it could find the money to pay for them).  
Hard standing has now been provided for the Road Safety Partnership vehicle to park off road 
to monitor and catch speeding vehicles.  Well done to the parish council for getting the police to 
take their speeding problems seriously. 

The Filling Station and shop beyond the Abbey View roundabout was finally built and opened.  

Planning permission was given for a development of 34 “affordable” houses opposite Gosney 
Fields.  It is unfortunate that it is quite a walk to village facilities. 

The Walsh Mushrooms planning application on the A44 (where Home Farm Nurseries used to 
be) is causing huge local concern at the change it will bring to the village.  The Parish Council 
is leading the strong campaign against it.  It is not certain yet whether it will go before Planning 
Committee on 27th May or the next meeting in June. 

The constant road works caused by Persimmon on Station Road and at the Wyre Road 
junction went on for years.  Hopefully their next building phase (where the hedge has been 
removed opposite Racecourse Road) will go more smoothly.  There are also road closures 
coming along Wyre Road for the road and cycleway to be brought up to A road standard as 
part of the Northern Link and new railway bridge project. 

The South Worcestershire Development Plan Review will bring further big swathes of 
development to this part of Worcestershire.  Because of Covid19 it has largely disappeared out 
of sight but it hasn’t gone away.  The first round of consultation was in early 2019.  Since then 
there has been silence on any new sites they may be considering and the public will not know 
such proposals until September when papers are published for Wychavon to vote through the 
final recommendations in early October.  Only after that will formal consultation take place and 
responses will go to the Public Inspector who will hold his enquiry in 2022.  There are 
considerable fears about how the proposed New Town at Throckmorton is likely affect the 
whole area.  2,000 homes by 2041 followed by a further 4,000  will create a modern town and 
facilities larger than Pershore.  Wychavon says it is creating its “vision” for the town but not 
sharing it with local people until just before their vote on the whole plan takes place and the 
landowners have their own plans too.  The parishes around the airfield are working together to 
be ready to put together an informed response. 



 

Pinvin Parish Council  Page 3 of 5 
Minutes of Annual Meeting of Pinvin Parish 4th May 2021 

In the mean time the government is proposing to take further steps to remove still more 
planning powers away from district councils and to create development zones where there will 
be little or no local input.  We are expecting to hear more detail about proposed legislation very 
shortly. 

I’m delighted that Wychavon is putting forward the proposal to award Pinvin Parish Council 
£300k from the legacy grant fund!  It will be voted on this Wednesday by the Executive Board 
and then full Council 

Finally, can I thank you for being able to serve this area as your County Council for the last 40 
years.  Our villages are very special.  I remain your Wychavon councillor for the planning 
challenges ahead. 

 

5. Pinvin Playing Fields Committee Annual Report 

The former management of the Playing Fields retired on the 1 December, and the Committee 
now consist of 

Chairman – Dave Biddle 

Secretary – Carole Hirst 

Treasurer - Steve Mitchell 

Committee Member – Tiffany O’Dell 

The prime business of the committee has consisted of finding a new tenant for the pitches.  
Uncertainty over if and when a new Memorial Hall is built is making planning and negotiation 
very difficult.  

The Parish Council has taken on the grass cutting.  If that had not happened the playing field 
would be insolvent seeing there has been no income for the past year, and precious little before 
that.   

Questions remain over the future of the three buildings, the hope is that a new tenant will take 
on the renovations. 

 

6. Pinvin Memorial Hall Annual Report 

Formation of a new committee  
On 10 September 2020, a new executive committee was formed at the reconvened AGM of the 
Memorial Hall Committee. The following volunteers were elected:  
Amanda Caton and Liz Cullis   Co-Chairs 
Karen Boyden    Treasurer 
Ken Rowe     Secretary  
Emily Corfield    Bookings Clerk 
This committee met regularly throughout the latter months of 2020, to take stock of the current 
operational and financial position of the Memorial Hall and arrange the practicalities of transferring 
ownership of key contracts and agreements.  

 
A handover meeting with the previous committee Chair was held on 29 September 2020.  

 
Building assessment  
Following assessment of the current operational and financial position of the Hall, it was decided 
that urgent action should be taken to assess the improvements needed to the building. The 
committee performed an inspection and identified several issues, namely, problems with the 
skylight window failing to close, and problems with lighting in some areas.  

 
The committee arranged for these issues to be addressed by contractors and volunteers.  

 
Wychavon Community Legacy Grant  
On 7 December 2020, the committee – alongside the Pinvin Playing Fields Committee and with the 
support of Pinvin Parish Council – submitted an expression of interest to Wychavon District Council 
for its community legacy grant, to fund a rebuild of the Memorial Hall.  

 
On 9 December 2020 the committee received confirmation from Wychavon District Council that the 
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expression of interest met the aims and objectives of the Community Legacy Grant scheme, and 
invited the committee (with the continued support of the Parish Council) to prepare a full 
application.  

 
On 13 January 2021, both co-Chairs attended a briefing session on applying for a legacy grant, 
which was hosted by Wychavon District Council. This session provided detailed information on the 
application process as well as the community engagement and supporting evidence required for 
the application submission.   

 
The full and final application was made on 3 March 2021. Supporting evidence included details of 
community support for the project (more information is provided below), a risk analysis, and 
evidence of how the application supports Wychavon’s priorities and goals relating to sustainability, 
economic development and the provision of social opportunities. This was approved in principle last 
week and will be ratified on the 6th May as awarded. 

 
Community engagement  
As part of the application for the Wychavon Community Legacy Grant, a comprehensive program of 
community engagement was undertaken, which enabled the committee to gain a greater 
understanding of Pinvin residents’ current views of the Hall, as well as what demand exists for its 
future use. 

 
An initial flyer raising awareness of the project was distributed in late January to all households 
within the village, and at this time a dedicated Facebook group for the Memorial Hall was also 
established, attracting 74 members. 

 
A digital survey was created via SurveyMonkey, with constructed questions to provide meaningful 
quantitative data to support this application. Open comments were also encouraged, enabling 
village residents to provide qualitative anecdotal information in support of their responses. A link to 
this digital survey (along with an email address to contact to request a hard copy) was shared via 
Pinvin Parish Council’s website. A printed version of the digital survey was delivered in early 
February to all households within Pinvin village.  

 
On 10 February 2021, the Memorial Hall Committee Co-Chairs hosted a live stream via social 
media, discussing the project and encouraging responses to the survey. The survey link was 
presented as a ticker along the bottom of the screen. The recording was later shared with the 
Pinvin Village Noticeboard Facebook group, which has 477 members. This video has been viewed 
344 times.   

 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, a physical meeting was not possible, so a virtual Q&A session about 
the project was held via Zoom on Thursday 25 February 2021. This session was promoted via 
Pinvin Village Noticeboard and Pinvin Memorial Hall Facebook groups and was attended by three 
village residents. 

 
The committee is confident that whatever the outcome of the grant application, the information 
gathered during this engagement exercise will enable us to ensure that the Hall’s future offering is 
better tailored to meet the needs of the community.  

 
Community First engagement 
On January 14, the executive committee’s closed meeting was attended by a representative of the 
organisation Community First, to discuss the benefits of membership and potential assistance with 
grants and funding that the organisation can offer. It was concluded that membership of Community 
First would be of benefit to the Hall and arrangements are currently being made in that regard.  

 
Hall hire arrangements  
An initial review of the Hall’s financial position in October 2021 revealed the need to increase the 
availability of the Hall for external hire, as well as the need to review current arrangements with 
regard to regular hire. 

 
In February 2021, hiring fees, terms and conditions were reviewed to bring them up-to-date and to 
establish a new process for invoicing and payment. Arrangements regarding storage and small-
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scale repairs have also been made on an ad-hoc basis. 
 

Current restrictions and cleaning requirements presented by Covid-19 have prevented new hires, 
however it is the intention of the committee to work with regular hirers to maximise the capacity and 
availability of the Hall to accommodate additional demand as restrictions ease.  

 
Prepared by:    Amanda Caton   Liz Cullis 

     Co-Chair   Co-Chair 

7. Any Other Business  

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Cllr. Tiffany O’Dell – Chair Pinvin Parish Council 

         Dated 3rd May 2022 


